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High officials in our government have confirmed that our

country has engaged in torture. Judge Susan Crawford, the
convening authority of the Guantanamo Military Commissions, refused
to allow a prosecution to go forward because she said we tortured the
detainee. Major General Antonio Taguba said, “the Commander-in-
Chief and those under him authorized a systematic regime of torture.”
Former Navy General Counsel Alberto Mora has written that approved
interrogation techniques “could produce effects reaching the level of tor-
ture” and “almost certainly...[constituted unlawful] ‘cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatment.”

Yet few have been held accountable. Some lower level people have
been convicted, but no one who ordered torture, no one who authorized
torture as policy, and no one who “legalized” it for those seeking a
golden shield. Since the Federal Torture Statute was passed in 1994,
only one person has been charged and convicted under it--and that was
for torture committed in the name of the government of Liberia. His
name was Chuckie Taylor. He was the son of the President of Liberia,
Charles Taylor, and he tortured people as part of that country’s Anti-
Terrorism Unit. Sounds too familiar, doesn't it?

Former Vice-President Mondale says the danger of these abuses of
power is that they remain as precedents “like a loaded pistol that you
leave on the dining room table.” But even he is loathe to hold people
accountable through prosecutions. He has said, “I’'m not talking about
prosecuting anybody, but the people at the management level, who
made these policies surely should be subject to a hearing. We should
have a clear record of what they did. Beyond that, I've got trouble with
prosecuting people. | think it would just tear us apart.”

And so the loaded pistol just sits there. In fact, torture now is almost
legal. Our local U.S. Attorney’s office claims the Executive Branch has
made a policy decision not to prosecute for torture. Unfortunately, that
is not their choice to make. Other governments are now asserting their
rights under the doctrine of universal jurisdiction. A Spanish judge is
investigating high Bush administration officials for torture. And last year,
an ltalian court convicted in absentia 23 Americans for kidnapping a
suspect and transferring him to a country that practices torture.

Join us in our efforts to seek accountability for the torture commit-
ted in our names. TacklingTorture@gmail.com



